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2ND ROADSHOW ON COMPETITION LAW 

Location: Delhi 

Date of event: 5
th

 November 2018 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Competition Commission of India (CCI) organized the second “Roadshow on 

Competition Law” on 5
th

 November, 2018 in Delhi in the form of a “National Conference on 

Public Procurement & Competition Law”. The Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs (IICA), a 

think tank under the aegis of Ministry of Corporate Affairs, was the Implementation Partner 

to the Conference. Other partners for the event were Competition Law Bar Association, 

Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co, PHD Chamber, Confederation of Indian Industry, The 

Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry and The Associated Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry of India. 

FOCUS 

The aim of the conference is to scale up competition advocacy and reach out to important 

stakeholders in public procurement ecosystem. The target audience of the conference were 

officials of PSUs, law firms, government officials from various departments and other 

stakeholders. The detailed agenda for the event is attached as Annexure 1 to this document. 

INAUGURAL SESSION 

The Chief Guest for the Conference, Shri Arun Jaitley, Hon’ble Minister for Finance and 

Corporate Affairs, Government of India, in his Keynote Address stated that the competition 

regulator was created to ensure effective competition so that consumer interest could be 

protected. While talking about the roadmap for future, he stated that India needs to look at 

global models and visualise how to deal with emerging situations. The Hon’ble Minister 

stated that public procurement being a very large part of the country’s GDP, the State is 

entitled to have the best price and quality and this also applies to all statutory institutions. 

Procurement, based on the principles of fairness and public interest, will protect the revenues 

of the State and make sure that they are used for optimal purpose, he added. 
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Mr. Sudhir Mital, Chairperson, CCI, stressed on the importance of building a culture of 

competition in public procurement systems in India. Free, fair and effective procurement, he 

said, can reduce cost of delivery, free resources and make surpluses available, make the PSUs 

more competitive and allow the public sector to grow. He emphasised on the need for having 

pro-competitive procurement systems that can reduce the scope of anti-competitive behaviour 

by the bidders. He apprised that the CCI is in process of designing a diagnostic tool for public 

procurement agencies that would facilitate detection of bid rigging in public procurement as 

well as help design tenders which would promote fair competition. 

Mr. Injeti Srinivas, Secretary, Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Government of India, stated that 

given the sheer volume of public procurement in GDP, which accounts for more than 26% of 

GDP i.e. equivalent to around Rs. 28 lakh crores, it has a significant influence on the 

economy’s performance. Competitive procurement could result in cost saving to the extent of 

around 20-30% that could have long term impact on the economy. He added that there is a 

need to redesign the current PPP model to bring in efficiency and promote competition. He 

concluded by saying that competition is the single largest force for growth in a market 

economy.  

Mr. Junaid Kamal Ahmad, Country Director, World Bank India, in his address, announced 

that contracting with the government will be one of the new indicators to be considered by 

the World Bank in the next round of their Ease of Doing Business ranking. He stressed that 

improving competition in public procurement and e-procurement would facilitate market 

participation, expand business opportunities for a larger number of players and reduce their 

processing cost. He stated that India has adopted global best practices in Government e-

marketplace which could be emulated by other developing nations.  

Dr.Sameer Sharma, Director General &CEO, Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs concluded 

the session by providing a vote of thanks. 

1
ST

 SESSION 

The first session was on ‘Infusing Competition in Public Procurement’ and it was chaired by 

Mr. Karan Avtar Singh, Chief Secretary, Govt. of Punjab. The moderator for the session was 

Ms. Nisha Poddar, CNBC-TV18 and the panel comprised of Dr. Sameer Sharma, Director 

General &CEO, Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs, Ms. S. Radha Chauhan, Chief 
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Executive Officer, Government eMarketplace (GeM), Mr. Sudhansh Pant, Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Health, Mr. Rajiv Aggarwal, Joint Secretary, Dept of Industrial Policy and 

Promotion, Mr. Sanjay Prasad, Joint Secretary (Plan Finance II), Ministry of Finance, Mr. 

Shankar Lal, Lead Procurement Specialist, World Bank, and Mr. Ramji Srinivasan, Senior 

Advocate. 

The Panel stated that bringing in competition in public procurement is essential as public 

procurement forms a large part of the GDP of the country. To bring out the problems and 

possible solutions in public procurement, the panel discussed several examples such as 

bidding in Indian Railways and LPG cylinders. The panel agreed that transparency is 

essential in public procurement.  

Mr. Sanjay Prasad stated that guidelines in relation to public procurement were available on 

the Central Public Procurement website. He said that these guidelines ensure that there is a 

level playing felid. Mr. Rajiv Aggarwal, while talking about the salient features of the Public 

Procurement (Preference to Make in India) Order, highlighted that the grievances on the 

restrictive and discriminatory clauses against domestic suppliers may be raised on Central 

Public Procurement Portal. Dr. Sameer Sharma, emphasized on the importance of 

competition advocacy to educate the stakeholders about the infusing competition in public 

procurement. He also commended IICA on its role as an advocacy fulcrum in the recent time 

in relation to competition, insolvency and bankruptcy and other laws.  

The panel discussed the decisions given by CCI and the Supreme Court in the LPG case and 

said that the case will have long term impact on the jurisprudence related to bid rigging in 

India. The panel also discussed the scope and impact of penalties levied in bid rigging cases 

in light of the decision given by the Hon’ble Supreme Court in Excel Crop Care V CCI. The 

panel also discussed the process of e-bidding and stated the importance of e-bidding to reduce 

anti competitive practices in public procurement. 

2
ND

 SESSION 

The second session focused on ‘Bid-Rigging, Cartels and Leniency’ and was chaired by Mr. 

Augustine Peter, Member, CCI. The panel deliberated upon the detection and enforcement of 

cartels. The session was moderated by Mr. Ashwin Mohan, ET Now and the panellists were 

Mr. Dhanendra Kumar, Former Chairperson, CCI and Distinguished Fellow, IICA, Mr.V.P. 
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Pathak, Director General (Railway Stores) Ministry of Railways, Ms Nisha Kaur Uberoi, 

Partner and National Competition Head, Trilegal, Mr. Atul Bhatt, Chairman and Managing 

Director, Mecon Limited, Mr. John Handoll, National Practice Head, Competition Law, 

Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co., and Mr.Anil Khaitan, Chairman & Managing Director 

of Sunil Healthcare Limited.  

Mr. Augustine Peter began the discussion by explaining the harmful effects cartels have on 

the competition in market. He explained that the consumer choice is limited by cartels which 

has a cascading effect on the market. Mr. Dhanendra Kumar added that cartels are so harmful 

that they are considered a criminal offence in the EU.  The panel stated that busting out 

cartels is difficult as there is seldom any direct evidence. The panel then discussed the 

importance of circumstantial evidences as plus factors in cartel cases in light of the decision 

of the Hon’ble Supreme Court in LPG cylinder case.   

The panel emphasised on the need for having guidelines on penalties similar to those in the 

EU. The panel also discussed the leniency provisions and stated that the CCI has been very 

generous in relation to giving leniency in recent time. The Panel then discussed, as an 

example, the Dry Cell Batteries case wherein the first and the second parties to plead leniency 

were given a 100% and 50% waiver respectively. The panel stated that the leniency can be 

misused by the industries and so the regulator should be slight careful while giving waiver.  

The panel then discussed the provisions related to dawn raids. Mr. Dhanendra Kumar opined 

that the DG should get approval from the CCI before conducting dawn raids. The panel also 

emphasised on the importance of dawn raids for collecting evidence against cartels. The 

panel concluded that there should be a set of procedure to determine when to exercise the 

power of investigation.  

On the issue of tender design, the panel stated that the design of a tender can be very effective 

in controlling anti competitive behaviour in the process. The panel said that the presence of 

the negotiation stage post the selecting of the bid has significant potential to harm the whole 

purpose of bidding. The panel also emphasized that the size of tender, the number of bidders, 

and the number of bidders to be selected are some of the factors which may cause anti 

competitive behaviour.  

EXHIBITION 



2
ND

 ROADSHOW ON COMPETITION LAW 

 

 

5 | P a g e  

 

The Conference also witnessed display of various kiosks and screening of audio-visual clips 

related to the theme of conference. On several kiosks, CCI’s competition advocacy booklets 

along with other advocacy related material was made available. On the kiosk by Government 

e-Marketplace (GeM) the participants were made aware about the National Procurement 

Portal. 

PARTICIPANTS 

The day-long Roadshow was attended by around 400 participants from the industry, legal 

professionals, corporate lawyers, academics, law students and relevant stakeholders.   
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ANNEXURE 1 

 

 

 

 

Monday, 5th November 2018 

Venue: Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi 

0900 – 1000 hrs 
 

Registration   

1000 – 1100 hrs     
 
Inaugural Session  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening Address 
 
   
    
   Address 
 
 
   Address 
 
 

 
Keynote Address by 
Chief Guest 
 
 
Vote of thanks  
 

 

Mr. Sudhir Mital  
Chairperson  
Competition Commission of India 

 
Mr. Junaid Kamal Ahmad  
Country Director, World Bank India 
 
Mr. Injeti Srinivas  
Secretary 
Ministry of Corporate Affairs 
 

 
Mr. Arun Jaitley  
Hon’ble Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs 
Government of India 

 
Dr. Sameer Sharma 
Director General &CEO  
Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs 

 
 

 
1100 – 1130 hrs 

 
Tea/Coffee Break 

 
 
 
 

 

1130 – 1300 hrs 
 

SESSION 1 - Open House on Infusing Competition in Public Procurement  
 
a. Better Tender Design 
b. Entry barriers in the procurement process 
c. E-procurement – Benefits and challenges  
d. Red Flags and Monitoring  
e. Integrity in public procurements 
f. Best Practices by State Governments; and 
g. Policy Interventions to Promote Competition 

 

 Session Chairman Mr. Karan Avtar Singh  

 NATIONAL CONFERENCE  
ON  

PUBLIC PROCUREMENT & COMPETITION LAW 
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Session Moderator  
 
 
Panel Speakers  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Open House 
Discussion/ Q&A   
 

Chief Secretary  
Govt. of Punjab  
 
 
Ms. Nisha Poddar 
CNBC-TV18 
 
Dr. Sameer Sharma  
Director General &CEO 
Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs 
 
Ms. S. Radha Chauhan  
Chief Executive Officer 
Government eMarketplace (GeM) 
 
Mr. Sudhansh Pant  
Joint Secretary 
Ministry of Health 
 
Mr. Rajiv Aggarwal 
Joint Secretary 
Dept of Industrial Policy and Promotion  

 
Mr. Sanjay Prasad  
Joint Secretary (Plan Finance II) 
Ministry of Finance 

 
Mr. Shankar Lal  
Lead Procurement Specialist 
World Bank 
 
Mr. Ramji Srinivasan  
Senior Advocate  
  

 
1300 – 1345 hrs 

 
Lunch Break 

 
 

 
 
 
1345 – 1515 hrs 

 

 
 
SESSION 2 - Open House on Bid Rigging, Cartels & Leniency   

 
a. Cartels: Decision and Enforcement  
b. Leniency –  
(i) Effective Implementation of Lesser Penalty Regulations 
(ii) Confidentiality  

c. Dawn Raids- Perspectives  
d. Bid rigging – Cost to Exchequer 
e. Effective Compliance and Competition Culture  

  
Session Chairman 

 
 

 
Session Moderator  

 
Mr. Augustine Peter 
Member 
Competition Commission of India  

 
Mr. Ashwin Mohan 
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Panel Speakers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Open House 
Discussion/ Q&A   
 

Chief of Bureau, Mumbai 
ET Now 
 
Mr. Dhanendra Kumar 
Distinguished Fellow, IICA 
Former Chairperson, Competition Commission of India 

 
Mr.V.P. Pathak 
Director General (Railway Stores) 
Ministry of Railways 
 
Ms Nisha Kaur Uberoi 
Partner and National Competition Head 
Trilegal 
 
Mr. Atul Bhatt 
Chairman and Managing Director 
Mecon Limited 

  
Mr. John Handoll  
National Practice Head, Competition Law,  
Sr. Adviser – European and Competition Law  
Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co. 

 
Mr.Anil Khaitan  
Immediate Former President, PHDCCI and Chairman & 
Managing Director of Sunil Healthcare Limited   

 
1515 – 1530 hrs 

 
Wrap-up Session                      Ms. Smita Jhingran  
                                                   Secretary 
                                                   Competition Commission of India  

 

 


